
Keep Yourselves From Idols 

“And we know that the Son of God is come, and 
hath given us an understanding, that we may know 
him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even 
in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and 
eternal life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols. Amen” (I John 5:20-21). 

Knowing a genuine currency is the best weapon for 
detecting the counterfeit.  Knowledge of the genu-
ine and truth is the best inoculation from error “And 
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free” (John 8:32). The warning to “keep your-
selves from idols” (vs 21) is preceded by the re-
quirement of knowing “him that is true” (vs 20).    

Requirement to Know God 

1) Deuteronomy 6:6-9: And these words, which I 
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 
7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. 8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign 
upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between thine eyes. 9 And thou shalt write them 
upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 

2) Deuteronomy 17:18-20: And it shall be, when he 
sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he 
shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of 
that which is before the priests the Levites: 19 
And it shall be with him, and he shall read there-
in all the days of his life: that he may learn to 
fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of 
this law and these statutes, to do them: 20 That 
his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, 
and that he turn not aside from the command-
ment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the end 
that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, 
and his children, in the midst of Israel. 

3) Joshua 1:8: This book of the law shall not de-
part out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe 
to do according to all that is written therein: for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and 
then thou shalt have good success.  

4) 2 Timothy 2:15: Study to shew thyself ap-
proved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.  

5) Colossians 3:16: Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and ad-
monishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord.  

Responsibility to Keep Away From Idols 

1) Exodus 3:3-5: Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me. 4 Thou shalt not make unto thee 
any graven image, or any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth: 5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself 
to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate me; 

2) Deuteronomy 13:1-3: If there arise among you 
a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth 
thee a sign or a wonder, 2 And the sign or the 
wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto 
thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which 
thou hast not known, and let us serve them; 3 
Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that 
prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the 
LORD your God proveth you, to know wheth-
er ye love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul. 

3) Isaiah 8:20: To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word, it is be-
cause there is no light in them.  

4) Acts 15:20: But that we write unto them, that 
they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from 
fornication, and from things strangled, and 
from blood.  

5) I John 5:21: Little children, keep yourselves 
from idols.   
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“Little children, 
keep yourselves 

from idols. Amen” (I John 5:21).  

“And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath giv-
en us an understanding, that we may know him that is 
true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life” (I John 5:20).  
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