Extent and Significance of Forgiveness

“Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my
brother sin against me, and | forgive him? till seven

times?” (Matthew 18:21).

Peter’s attempt to impress Jesus by forgiving 7
times (number of perfection) backfired as it ex-
posed his ignorance of divine requirements on
forgiveness. Jesus seized that opportunity to
teach all on this important subject.

“Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how
oft shall my brother sin against me, and | forgive
him? till seven times? 22 Jesus saith unto him, |
say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until
seventy times seven. 23 Therefore is the king-
dom of heaven likened unto a certain king,
which would take account of his servants. 24
And when he had begun to reckon, one was
brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand
talents. 25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay,
his lord commanded him to be sold, and his
wife, and children, and all that he had, and pay-
ment to be made. 26 The servant therefore fell
down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have
patience with me, and | will pay thee all. 27
Then the lord of that servant was moved with
compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him
the debt. 28 But the same servant went out, and
found one of his fellowservants, which owed him
an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him,
and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that
thou owest. 29 And his fellowservant fell down
at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have pa-
tience with me, and | will pay thee all. 30 And he
would not: but went and cast him into prison, till
he should pay the debt. 31 So when his fellows-
ervants saw what was done, they were very sor-
ry, and came and told unto their lord all that was
done. 32 Then his lord, after that he had called
him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, | for-
gave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst
me: 33 Shouldest not thou also have had com-
passion on thy fellowservant, even as | had pity
on thee? 34 And his lord was wroth, and deliv-
ered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all
that was due unto him. 35 So likewise shall my
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“So likewise shall
my heavenly Father do also unto you, if
ye from your hearts forgive not every
one his Dbrother their trespass-
es” (Matthew 18:35).

heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from
your hearts forgive not every one his brother
their trespasses” (Matthew 18:21-35).

From Jesus’ teaching we learn that:

1) Forgiving each person 7 times a day is not
enough, because any outstanding unforgiv-
en offence will still bar the person from
God's forgiveness (vs21).

2) Keeping records of 70 X 7 490 for-
giveness per person per day, will be so de-
manding that it wont be worth the effort -
hence better to forgive continuously (vs22;
2 Corinthians 11:24).

3) By compassion, the lord forgave the serv-
ant a debt of 10,000 talents [about £2.2bn]
(vs23-27), but that servant without compas-
sion imprisoned a person who owed him
100pence [about £4,800] (vs28-31).

4) News of his deeds got to the lord, who
summoned him and reprimanded him for
not having compassion on his servant
“even as | had pity on thee” (vs34). In
wroth, the lord delivered him unto the tor-
mentors till he should pay all that was due
unto him (vs 35). Had this servant forgiven
his fellow servant, he would not have been
delivered unto tormentors.

5) Jesus concluded the lesson by drawing at-
tention to the forgiveness God expects of
us, in order for us to merit His forgiveness.
Jesus died to forgive us of all of our sins,
which could have damned our souls in hell
fire. We forfeit God’s forgiveness, and risk
hell fire, if we do not forgive others!
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