But what happened before that made him LIE so much now?
Well let’s say he stopped going to church that’s one BIG FACTOR and prob-
lem, and then he got new friends ... BINGO!

The fact that he chose bad people to be his friends increases the risk of him
doing more bad things, more sin and by what means? - By friends that
have pressured him!

The Bible says that bad company corrupts good manners.

Once we get away with it we think it’s perfectly fine to do it again.
People use all types of persuasion to make us do things. For example,

Telling us straight up (do this, do that!...)
Or knowing that our weakness is to prove people wrong can help
them to get us to do what they want.
Blackmail! Blackmail is a major tool. Never ever think that you can
trust human beings if you can’t trust yourself, once you go telling
secrets people will use it against you ... (“ if you don’t tell her I’ll
tell her your secret and that thing | told you to tell her!
Okay!?” ...). Blackmail has become the main reason people do
stupid things today and so has the next one...
Bribery... hmm... using money, sweets, chocolates or other earthly
materials to make someone do what you can’t be bothered to
do or just plain don’t want to do!

Like Job for instance, in the Bible, his wife pressured him to sin by cursing
God and then dying after everything bad that happened but Job said NO!
(A very strong word, but hard to say half the time )

He knew it was a test, he knew that if he stuck it through to the end then
God would bless him, and God did exactly what he thought. This shows
that obedience in the time of temptation and pressure helps us to stand
strong in the Lord.

Another example is when some young hooligans thought it would be funny
to tease and be rude to the man of God, Elisha, and in the end they got
eaten by a bear! Yum!

The fact is that even when we are being pressured into things we need to
stand strong. Following the crowd isn’t the smartest thing to do. Once you
know it’s wrong step back. If you don’t know still step back, you lose noth-
ing, and you gain nothing. As Christians we should set examples, we
should make role models of ourselves.

Friends, family, companions, partners EVERYBODY, use techniques to make
someone do something, by using any tactics like begging, bribery, black
mail - any of them, they can manipulate you, and also change tactics.
Once they have you, you can’t get out of it. You might be strolling in town
and then all of a sudden you are walking around with a big group of girls
you don’t know just because your friend knows them. Once you walked
from street to street and shop to shop, what could have been a simple little
shopping and strolling turns into a BEEF because your friends have got on a
hype and can’t control themselves. They start having arguments that then
turn into a fight, and you who are pretty much innocent can get in trouble
for it.

We need Christian friends, true honest people that you can say will help
you prosper instead of failing in school or in life overall - people that will
help you to grow.

THINK WISELY, FOLLOW WISELY, CHOOSE WISELY AND GOD WILL HELP YOU
WITH THE REST!
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AVOIDING TEMPTATION & BAD INFLUENCE!
(by Sarah)
vou don’t have to believe in God, or any pelief for that matter, to
see the truth pehind all this.
All you need to do is look at today’s teenagers, really. Pretty much
every kid has forsaken the simplest morals, empathy and cpmpas—
sion. Everyone’s goals are to pbecome rich & famous, saving nO

means to achieve them.

people have pbecome utterly superficial with no will to seek for com-
the moment”

passion or emotion; instead they focus on “living in
and fulfilling carnal desires.
Conforming as the dead fish that go with the flow, for the sake of
not feeling lonesome.
Spiritual peliefs step in at this point. ] .
Again, it’s clear that the ones responsible for this are rich, influential
people who want to manipulate us for many reasons.

Wwe all know the ulimate goal of the enemy — the extinction of the
Church of Christ. And one of his methods which he is using to try and
achieve this is through making pelievers like you and me to sin.
We'’ve seen and heard their vital priorities: seX, money, drugs, rebel-
lion, violence... Simply put, this is sin and corruption of the mind &
soul.

They have infected most of the present generation with sin and the
will to rebel against the Almighty Lord via their ‘day-by-day-less-
subtle’ agenda
God gave us free will, all evil in the world has been chosen by man.
Man is given the gift of having & choice of which path he’ll walk.
God wants us to enter His kingdom but pefore we can, weé have to
take the earth test. Pretty much our life here on earth is tests to see if
we can resist the temptations of the material world if so then we can
enter heaven if not, well you know! God tests us to se€ if we are

worthy enough to enter heaven. Are you?
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CRIME AND VIOLENCE!
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PEER PRESSURE!
(by Eunice)
Peer pressure, normally associated with youths in school refers to
influence exerted by a peer group encouraging someone to
change his or her attitude, values or behaviour in order to conform
to the group.

Sounds a bit complicated huh? Well let’s put it in a way children
can understand ... peer pressure is a way of getting someone to do
something by using smart technigues that are hidden under lies
and emotions.
someone might be nice to you for one week whilst you do all their
dirty work; and the next they suddenly hate you and the only way
they have got you to do it is by pressuring (not being obvious about
it) you slowly over time so that you get to the point where you trust
them so much that you’d do anything for them.

One trick youths use is ‘Easy get away...’

It was a normal day for Johnny. He was at home chilling with a few
friends, suddenly a cigarette pops out of his pocket and all of a
sudden those lips of his that he uses for praising and worshipping
God were suddenly wrapped around a piece of paper with green
stinky stuff in.

His mum is in the room and straight away asks “Johnny, do | smell
smoke?”

Johnny replies quickly “well mum you have been on steroids, they
are probably doing something to your sight and hearing, pfft! Just
relax mum | can’t smell anything, can you guys?”

“Nah!” - “no...” “Not me...” replied his mates.

Mum says” you’re probably right Johnny... | don’t know what to do
with myself lately... thanks, bye boys.

“Bye Mrs Wesleton” reply the boys in chorus.

And another quick getaway for Johnny. Now | don’t know whether
Johnny is always going to be bailed out like that by his friends but |
know that once he’s in the game it’s always harder to get back
out, there will be tricks and temptations and hard decisions to be
taken before he can get to where he was before.
Let’s see what he did there! Let’s make a list:

He lied, He lied
And he lied some more...



