
“But not long after there arose against it a tem-
pestuous wind, called Euroclydon. 15 And when 
the ship was caught, and could not bear up into 
the wind, we let her drive. 16 And running under 
a certain island which is called Clauda, we had 
much work to come by the boat: 17 Which when 
they had taken up, they used helps, undergird-
ing the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall in-
to the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driv-
en. 18 And we being exceedingly tossed with a 
tempest, the next day they lightened the ship; 
19 And the third day we cast out with our own 
hands the tackling of the ship. 20 And when nei-
ther sun nor stars in many days appeared, and 
no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we 
should be saved was then taken away” (Acts 
27:14-20). 

Introduction: 

Beloved, the journey of Paul to Rome was not 
merely a historical voyage—it is a divine picture 
of the Christian's journey through a world often 
rocked by unexpected spiritual and emotional 
storms as well as challenges that threaten to 
overwhelm. It conveys the key message of trust-
ing God amidst the storms of life. In Acts 27:14–
20, we see Paul and his companions caught in a 
violent tempest, a Euroclydon—a fierce wind 
sent from the northeast—so powerful that it 
drove the ship helplessly across the sea. 

I. Storms Come Suddenly and Without Warn-
ing 

“But not long after there arose against it a tem-
pestuous wind…” (v. 14) 

Paul and his fellow voyagers were sailing under 
what seemed favourable conditions (see verse 
13). But soon, without warning, came a mighty 
storm. The Euroclydon wind was sudden and 
fierce (Acts 27:14). Likewise, trials and difficul-
ties may come unexpectedly in our lives (John 
16:33) - One moment, peace: the next, chaos. 
The Christian Walk is not exempt from suffering, 

as evidenced in Job’s trials (Job 1:8-12) and 
Jesus’ warning about persecution (Matthew 
10:22). 

Storms are inevitable in the Christian Journey. 
They often strike unexpectedly, and we must 
be spiritually prepared. Instead of being sur-
prised by challenges, we should expect and 
prepare for them with unwavering faith in God. 
Do not place your trust in favourable circum-
stances, but in the unchanging nature of God. 

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you.” 
(1 Peter 4:12) 

II. When Human Strength Fails, Divine Help 
Prevails 

“…we let her drive.” (v. 15) 
“…all hope that we should be saved was then 
taken away.” (v. 20) 

The sailors worked tirelessly, undergirding the 
ship and casting off cargo (Acts 27:17-18). De-
spite their skill and determination, their efforts 
were futile. Even seasoned mariners reached 
a point where they could do no more. This is 
where many today falter, thinking that human 
effort alone can overcome life’s challenges. 
Sometimes God allows us to come to the end 
of ourselves so that we might come to the be-
ginning of Him. We must rely on God’s wis-
dom, not just our abilities, when navigating 
life’s tempests. Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us to 
trust in the Lord rather than lean on our own 
understanding. The disciples, in their boat dur-
ing a storm, also learned that only Jesus could 
calm the seas (Mark 4:37-39). Cease striving 
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“But not long after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, 
called Euroclydon” (Acts 27.14).  

“And when neither sun nor stars in many 
days appeared, and no small tempest lay 
on us, all hope that we should be saved 
was then taken away” (Acts 27:20). 



and surrender to God's sovereignty; let Him take 
the helm. Heed the following admonitions: 

 “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put con-
fidence in man” (Psalm 118:8). 

 “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Co-
rinthians 12:9). 

III. The Darkness Cannot Extinguish Hope 
When God Is Our Light 

“And when neither sun nor stars in many days 
appeared...” (v. 20) 

For ancient sailors, sun and stars were essential 
for navigation. Their absence meant not only 
fear, but confusion, disorientation, and despair. 
They lost all hope of survival. Yet we shall soon 
read in the next verses (beyond today’s pas-
sage) that Paul receives a word of assurance 
from God in the night (Acts 27:23-24) and later 
encouraged them with God’s promise of safety. 
Similarly, the Word of God sustains us in trials 
(Psalm 119:105). Even in dire circumstances, 
faith in God’s promises is our anchor (Hebrews 
6:19). Even when we cannot see the way, God 
still sees us. His promises remain sure. There-
fore, In your darkest moments of crisis, cling to 
the assurance in God's Word rather than be 
overwhelmed by fear. Let Scripture be your 
compass when sight fails. Note these scriptures: 

 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path” (Psalm 119:105). 

 “We walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 
5:7). 

IV. Hope in God Is the Anchor of the Soul 

Though tossed by the storm, Paul endured be-
cause he had a divine mission to fulfil in Rome 
(Acts 23:11). Like Joseph, who endured trials 
but saw God’s purpose unfold (Genesis 50:20), 
we must trust that God uses difficulties for our 
growth and His glory (Romans 8:2). No matter 
how fierce the storm, God’s plan for our lives re-
mains intact. When life is stormy, and all else 
fails, our hope in Christ keeps us from drifting. 
Endurance brings us to the realisation of God’s 
purpose. Therefore, anchor your faith not in the 
vessel, but in the Master of the sea. 

Though not mentioned until later in the chap-
ter, we find in verse 29 that they cast four an-
chors out of the stern. These physical anchors 
remind us of the spiritual anchor every Chris-
tian possesses—hope in God. Learn from 
these powerful scriptures:  

 “Which hope we have as an anchor of the 
soul, both sure and stedfast, and which 
entereth into that within the veil” (Hebrews 
6:19).  

 “Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and 
why art thou disquieted within me? hope 
thou in God…” (Psalm 42:11). 

Conclusion: 

The storms of life are inevitable, but they are 
not insurmountable. Life is filled with unex-
pected gales and unrelenting winds. We may 
face tempests that threaten to drive us into 
despair.  Like Paul, let us trust God’s word, 
endure with patience, and emerge victorious 
through Him. Let us remember that: 

 Storms reveal our frailty and God's strength 

 Darkness cannot blind the eyes of God 

 When all hope seems gone, God’s word 
remains sure 

 Our hope in Christ is our unshakable an-
chor 

Whether facing uncertainty, loss, or hardship, 
our response should be rooted in faith, de-
pendence on God, and confidence in His 
promises. Let us close with the words of Da-
vid: 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very pre-
sent help in trouble. Therefore will not we 
fear…” (Psalm 46:1–2a). 

 

Closing Prayer: 
Lord, when the storms of life rage, anchor our 
souls in Your Word. Teach us to trust You in 
all circumstances and to emerge stronger in 
faith. May we find peace in the storm, strength 
in weakness, and hope in our Saviour. Amen. 
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